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Synopsis

Over the centuries, two important beliefs arose in Europe: a faith that man could order his own
destiny, and the idea that progress was normal. But by 1900, doubts had arisen concerning
traditional Western values. The continuing problems of poverty, environmental deterioration, the
inequality of women, and warfare pose real questions about the advancement of the human
race.Thisis noted historian J. M. Roberts’ engrossing, in-depth essay on the nature of the
dominance of Western civilization and its ambiguous "triumph." Roberts’ goal is to gain a better
understanding of the present by analyzing what got us here and, possibly, indulging in a bit of

cautious optimism. --This text refers to the Audio CD edition.
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Customer Reviews

J. M. Roberts is probably the best person writing popular histories in the world today. His "History of
the World" and "A History of Europe" are more recent examples of his good writing skills.But, this
book is from earlier. It shows how good of a writer of history Roberts is. It is much more of an
anylasis of what makes up Western Civilization, and what the author thinks is the reason it was able
to fling itself outward at the world world, and basically subdue it all for a time. Sometimes which was
basically umprecentented in the history of the world.He critizes at times, but mainly he believes

there is more good in Western Civilization than bad. Which, of course, is the truth.

For a basic overview on the origins and evolution of Western Civilization, a primer, this work is
good. Analysis, on implications of western ideals and philosophy on current and future geopolitical

outcomes is wanting. For deeper dives on the impact and implications of Western Civilization on



world history see anything by Dr. Victor Davis Hanson.

This author clearly shows us how the West and its unique ideas have shaped the entire World.
Many things that we take for granted are not so for most of the people on Earth. The writer gives a
very thoughtful perspective on some of the reasons why.
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